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I'm a very smiley 5 year old Pibble mix, and I absolutely love attention from my 

human friends! I enjoy getting pampered at bath time, and giving dog kisses is 

my specialty. To learn more about me and how I shine, visit spcaLA.com 

 

After adding some color to her portrait, help Blanche and other shelter pets find their 

future family by posting and sharing your work, using #spcaLA 

As a bonus, imagine this shelter pup’s perfect life by thinking about everything a pet like 

her needs to be happy and healthy. Draw these pet care items all around her to 

complete the portrait! 
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Part 2: Short Story and Writing Exercise 

Below is the story of Blanche, written from her perspective! Read her story to learn more 

about her and what her life is like as a shelter dog. 

 

Hi, my name is Blanche! I'm a very smiley 5-year-old Pibble mix and I absolutely love 

attention from my human friends! I have been at spcaLA since October 1, 2019. These past 

months flew by so quickly, but I still think about my life before I came to the shelter. When I 

had a home, I also had three tiny sisters - Rose, Dorothy and Sophia. The four of us shared a 

wonderful human mom. I loved my family so much! But one day, human mom was very sad 

and she took me and my sisters to spcaLA and that was the last time we saw her. I still 

remember the sad look on mom’s face as tears ran down her face. That was the day we 

found out she could no longer take care of all of us.  

Being at the shelter with my sisters made it easier to adjust, but five days after we 

arrived, Rose and Dorothy got adopted and went to a new home! I was surprised at how 

fast it happened! Before they left, I told them that I love them and that I would write to them 

as soon I got adopted too! Then it was just me and Sophia. We stayed in separate kennels, 

but we would still chat with each other. We often daydreamed about our future home. 

Maybe, we thought, we’d be able to go home together!!!! But one day, not too long after 

Rose and Dorothy left, little Sophia got adopted too. When her adopters came by, I did my 

best wiggle dance for them to get their attention. IT WORKED! They smiled at me and 

giggled, but they just kept walking. I could hear Sophia trying to tell them that they should 

adopt me too! But they couldn’t understand her… language barriers can be really 

frustrating!!! Before Sophia left to her new home, I told her how much I loved her and that I 

would write to her when I got adopted, too.  

As time went on, I got used to being on my own and started feeling more confident. I 

noticed that people REALLY dig my wiggle dance. Wiggling is pretty easy for me. It just 

happens when I feel happy. I always feel happy when someone stops by my kennel, even if 

it’s just to say “hi”. Although, I have been through some tough times in my life, I do my best to 

see the good around me. Plus, who knows, the next person who passes by my kennel might 

be my future human, so I need to remember to let the best parts of my personality keep 

shining. I don’t know what my future holds, but I know that one day someone special will be 

impressed with my wiggle dance and my big smile and they will choose me to be part of 

their family. Then I’ll finally be able to write to my sisters!!   

 

Now that you know a little more about me, put yourself in my paws by pretending to be me. On the 

next page, fill in the blanks with the answers you imagine I would give. Thank you for thinking of me! 
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Part 2: Short Story and Writing Exercise (cont…) 

 

1)  While living at the shelter I feel ______________________________ because _________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2) In order for me to be happy, I need someone to ________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3) One thing that I really enjoy doing is ____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4) When I get adopted, I hope ____________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5) When I get adopted, I am going to feel _________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6) The first thing I am going to do when I get adopted is ____________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Woof! My name is Lolita, and I'm a sweet, 3 year old Rottweiler mix looking for 

my Friend for Life. I can be a little shy at first and would do best as the only 

dog in the home with kids 15+. I'm also really good on a leash! To learn more 

about me, visit spcaLA.com  

 

After adding some color to her portrait, help Lolita find her future family by posting and 

sharing your work, using #spcaLA 

As a bonus, imagine this shelter pup’s perfect life by thinking about everything a pet like 

her needs to be happy and healthy. Draw these pet care items all around her to complete 

the portrait! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.spcala.com/
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Part 2: Short Story and Writing Exercise 

Below is the story of Lolita, written from her perspective! Read her story to learn more about 

her and what her life is like as a shelter dog. 

Woof! My name is Lolita and I'm a sweet, 5-year-old Rottweiler mix looking for my 

Friend for Life. I have been at spcaLA for about 4 months. It’s been an interesting 

experience, but I sure am ready to get on out of here. My life before the shelter was a good 

one. I had a family. I lived with one big human and one little human before this. We lived in a 

cozy apartment, which I really enjoyed, because I always knew where my humans were. My 

favorite part of living there was that I could be in the kitchen watching the big human make 

food, but at the same time be in the living room keeping an eye on the little human.  

Sometimes, the little human would move around really fast. Other times, they would 

make really loud noises when I’d least expect it. This was really scary sometimes, and it made 

it really hard for me to feel completely comfortable because I didn’t know what they would 

do next. I really liked my big human though. I feel like they really understood me. They would 

give me pets underneath my chin, take me outside to go potty, and feed me the best 

snacks! I love snacks! But everything changed when they brought me to the shelter, back in 

January. I found out that my family thought I was too big for our apartment. I had no clue! I 

thought they loved sharing their space with me!!! Now I live in a kennel that is smaller than 

the apartment we lived in.  

At the shelter, there are lots of big humans who help take care of me. They take me 

out of my kennel twice a day because I prefer to go potty outside on the grass (there is a 

sign that says “housetrained” on my kennel because of this). It’s something I learned when I 

lived in an apartment. But that also means I get to stretch my legs and get some steps in, 

twice a day. Sometimes the other dogs start to bark when I go out, and it startles me. It 

makes me feel really nervous. Why do they have to bark at me when I pass by? I just have to 

go potty!!! 

Now that you know a little more about me, put yourself in my paws by pretending to be me. On the 

next page, fill in the blanks with the answers you imagine I would give. Thank you for thinking of me! 
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Part 2: Short Story and Writing Exercise (cont…) 

 

1)  While living at the shelter I feel ______________________________ because _________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2) In order for me to be happy, I need someone to ________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3) One thing that I really enjoy doing is ____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4) When I get adopted, I hope ____________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5) When I get adopted, I am going to feel _________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6) The first thing I am going to do when I get adopted is ____________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Hi, I'm marvelous Melvin! Nothing makes me happier than playing with toys and 

hanging out with hoomans, but I also love getting a chew or going for a walk. I 

would do best in a home with kids 12+. To learn more about me, visit spcaLA.com 

 

After adding some color to his portrait, help Melvin and other shelter pets find their future 

family by posting and sharing your work, using #spcaLA 

As a bonus, imagine this shelter pup’s perfect life by thinking about everything a pet like 

him needs to be happy and healthy. Draw these pet care items all around him to 

complete the portrait! 
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Part 2: Short Story and Writing Exercise 

Below is the story of Melvin, written from his perspective! Read his story to learn more about 

him and what his life is like as a shelter dog. 

My shelter name is Melvin and I have been at spcaLA since May 9th, 2019. That means I 

have been here a little over a year! From what I hear, that is a really long time for an animal 

to be here at the shelter. When I first arrived, I remember feeling so scared. The other dogs 

who were here barked so loud my ears would hurt. Being in a kennel was really different to 

me because I no longer had enough space to run and play. And, mostly, I really missed my 

family. Sometimes I still think about them and wonder why they never came looking for me… 

did they just not want me anymore? 

  But I try not to dwell on the past so much… I’m only 3 years old, so I have my whole 

future to look forward to! There are also some really nice people who take care of me every 

day. They feed me, make sure my space is clean and that I am healthy. Sometimes, they 

take me out for a walk, pet me, and teach me how to do fun things like sit, down, and stay. 

They say they’re teaching me using something called “Positive Reinforcement”. I don’t 

know what that means, but whenever I do something the person likes, they give me a treat! 

It’s the BEST!  

I have seen many people walk through the shelter, but for some reason no one seems 

to pay much attention. I think I would make a great addition to a family of adults, or with kids 

age 12 and above, or maybe even with a dog about my size who can match my playful 

energy! I daydream about living a fun life with a loving family!! But sometimes I hear people 

say things about me because I am a pit bull. I don’t even know what being a pit bull means! 

Aren’t I just a pup?? Sometimes, people pass by my kennel as if I’m not even here! It makes 

me feel like something is wrong with me. I just wish someone would give me a chance to 

show them how sweet I am, how nicely I walk on leash, and especially how my nose snorts 

like a pig when I sniff around. I think I’m a catch! What do you think? 

Now that you know a little more about me, put yourself in my paws by pretending to be me. On the 

next page, fill in the blanks with the answers you imagine I would give. Thank you for thinking of me! 



 

 

  Melvin (19-04904) 

) 

 

May 2020 

 

 

Part 2: Short Story and Writing Exercise (cont…) 

 

1)  While living at the shelter I feel ______________________________ because _________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2) In order for me to be happy, I need someone to ________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3) One thing that I really enjoy doing is ____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4) When I get adopted, I hope ____________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5) When I get adopted, I am going to feel _________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6) The first thing I am going to do when I get adopted is ____________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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